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Moore's horse wheels on his haunches, but the rider
forces him to front again, while he asks Napier if he has
been hit. "No, sir." Then comes a second shot plump
into the right of the Forty-Second, which is next in line
to the left. A Highland grenadier has had his leg torn
off, and in the agony of the wound he cries out. A
wave of agitation begins to pass through the men nearest
the sufferer; the gap in the ranks is slower to fill up than
when men had fallen who were silent. Moore rides to
the spot. "This is nothing, my lads," he says; "keep
your ranks; take the man to the rear." Then addressing
the wounded man, he says: " My good fellow, don't cry
out so, we must bear these things quietly." Then he
rode to another part of the field; but soon returning
again to the ridge above Elvina, he directed the Forty-
Second to descend the slope and attack that place. A
fierce struggle ensued amid the enclosures and houses of
the village. Napier, seeing the Forty-Second pass his
flank, ordered his regiment to advance in line upon the
village. He made this movement entirely upon his own
responsibility; for except when Moore was present the
initiative of command appeared to be wholly wanting
among the English generals at Corumia. Passing the
. Forty-Second, Napier carried his regiment through Elvina,
until at the side of the village nearest to the enemy his
advance was checked by an overwhelming fire. So
deadly was the storm of cannon and musketry at this
point that both the colours went down almost together,
as the ensigns who carried them were shot. Napier's
sword-belt was shot off, and the ^Fiftieth being the
advanced regiment in the battle found itself encircled on
three sides by a sheet of fire. Looking to his front.
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